Thearchitecture

of Invention

AMalaviarnteengerhasdesignednelegant 2-metrevindmill

froma bike a pipeandbitsofwood

What would you do if your housewaslit by just
one paraffinlamp?f you live in Irelandyou could
pay off your electicity bill. Or perhapgou could
buy every candlefrom the localhadware stoe.
Failingthat,maybe you could simplylive in
pempetualdarknesBut whatif you livedin Africa?
Hmm, now that&a little hader, isntit? How
aboutdesigninga giant windmill from scratch?
That&what teenagewilliam Kamkwambadid -
andhisinvention is quickly makinghim famous.
The youngsterhailingfrom Mastal¥illagein the
Kasungudistiict of Malawi, beganmaking
windmillswhen he left schoolat 14 becausée
couldntaffod the fees.

He stated with afive-mete stucture, which
he fashionedrom plasticpiping, his father®
bicycleandchunksof wood. Referencingabasic

designoutlinedin a schoolbookhe hadborrowed,
the inventive teenwould heatpiecef cut-up
plasticpiping andthen fashiontheminto propeller
bladesThe handmadelecticity generatowas
enoughto power onelightbulb in hisfamily
home But he wantedmore. Reachingfor the
skieshe decidedo constrct a 12-mete version.
This towering stiucture soas above the villageand
createenoughelecticity to power four bulbsand
two radiosThe world found out abouthis
achieementafterhe wasinvited to aTechnolay
Entetainmentand Designglobalconfeencein
Tanzanial here, he usedthe internet for the first
time andsetup ablog shavcasinghis handivork
andsincethen, hisnamehasgeneratedensof
thousandsf hits.OOurfamily is poor like mary
familiesin Malawi andAfrica,andasaresultwe
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Thefive-metrevindmil

have no electicity in our villageor my home |
decidedo try to getasmuch educatioras
possile by readingasmary booksasl could
findOhe sgson the blog.OAnorganizatiorcalled
the MalavianTeachefrainingActivity (MTT A)
contributed a largequantity of booksto the
primary schoollibrary nearmy home | read
mary of them.One of the booksl readwas
calledUsing Energya primary schooltextbook
abouthow energyis madelnsidethe book there
were plansfor awindmill. | decidedto build a
windmill to provide power for my familyOhe
explainsBut the plansdidn©&male the job awalk
in the park:OWhenl wasmaking[the windmill],
all thesepeoplewere mockingmethat| was
goingmadbut | hadconfidencen what| was
doing becausé knew if it waswritten in the
booksthenit wastrue andpossiteOhe sgs.
Sincethe 12-mete windmill hasgoneup,

William hasreplacedroken plastichladeswith OTheséundswill alsopay for the enhanced
metalonesTo male thesethe enthusiastic lighting andpower in my homeasdocumented
innovatorOtookanold oil drum to thetinsmith  on the blog. IOmworking on a projectright now
atthe tradingcenterandasled him to helpme to benefitmy extendedamily mary of whom
cutit into new blades@illiam&neighbousnow  live in the five homesin my immediate

have their battefeschargecat the windmill and neighborhoodl ameagetto tell you aboutit, but
he is further upgradingthe stiucture usinga wantto wait until it is finishedfirstO
treadmillmotor. Donationsmadeon his sitehave

helpedwilliam getbackto school.

ODueto your generosity, | have received many donations so far,
which | shall apply to the projects that | am doing to impr ove
the life of my familyO

Donationshave floodedin from North
America,Europe AsiaandAustraliaWilliam lists
the firstnamesandlastinitialsof donorsand
their citiesin ablog post.He addshatheis
Owery grateful@o allwho have contributed. Seehttp:/iwilliamkamkwamba.typepad.com
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